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Piece of plain, white paper
Pens/pencils/crayons
Candle
Included artwork
Included songs/lyrics
You may wish to access YouTube for help with the songs if needed!

INTRODUCTION
In the calendar year this liturgy was created, Christmas Eve fell on a
Saturday, and Christmas Day (today) fell on a Sunday. We just gathered to
worship together last night. On this Christmas Day, we wanted to honor
both the importance of being with our families and the momentous
occasion of Jesus' birth. We hope you will use this liturgy for family
worship at home to worship Christ the newborn king with those you love.
No matter when you worship today, we hope this liturgy helps you create a
joyful and gratitude-filled worship experience for this holy day and season.

MATERIALS NEEDED



WELCOME/CENTERING

Just last night we gathered together to celebrate Christmas Eve. We lit
candles. We told the story. We sang along with the angels. And now, just
a few hours later, we are back! Christ has been born. God is good, and our
joy overflows.

(At this time, light the candle)

Now, may we all take a deep breath and center ourselves in this place.
Christ is born. God has come. Our Light has come. We are not alone. Let us
celebrate that good news. Let us dwell with God!

Let us stand in body and in spirit and join together in a responsive call to
worship. With energy and joy, I invite you to repeat each phrase after me.
We’ll repeat these lines a few times so please feel free to shout and fill our
space with loud celebration. Repeat after me. . .

I have good news!
(I have good news!)
Christ is born!
(Christ is born!)
Joy is alive!
(Joy is alive!)
God is here.
(God is here.)
(Repeat 3x)

Thanks be to God.
(Thanks be to God.)

Amen.
(Amen.)



HYMNS 

Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns
Let all their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy

The First Noel
The First Noel the Angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep
On a cold winter's night that was so deep
Noel Noel Noel Noel
Born is the King of Israel!

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the East beyond them far
And to the earth it gave great light
And so it continued both day and night
Noel Noel Noel Noel
Born is the King of Israel!



POETIC SCRIPTURE READING
Voice A:
Let us listen for God speaking to us through the ancient poetry of John 1,
with contemporary poetic additions by Rev. Sarah Speed:
In the beginning was the Word,

Voice B:
way back, a long, long time ago,
before the stars,
before the day,
before the rivers were carved out of clay.

Voice A:
In the beginning,

Voice B:
way back in that beginning,

Voice A:
was the Word.
And the Word was with God,
And the Word was God.
He, Jesus, was in the beginning with God.

Voice B:
In other words, we cannot say
that love was born in a stable that day,
for love was born when the horizon was drawn.
It was born in the dark, long before dawn.
Love was born with the very first sea
and when God breathed life into you and me.
Long before Magi
or shepherds or dreams,
long before sheep or angels that sing,
love was here—
building a way,
then and now,
and on Christmas day.



Voice A:
For all things came into being through him,
and without him, not one thing came into being.
And what has come into being in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people.

Voice B:
And so Jesus shined.
Like a light in the dark,
or a star in the sky,
Jesus walked into this world
and opened our eyes,
shining a light on social divides
and loving the scars we try to hide.
He lit up this world like it’s never seen,
the light of all people,
Emmanuel, King.

Voice A:
The light shines in the darkness,
And the darkness did not overcome it.

Voice B:
Hatred did not overcome it.
Fear did not overcome it.
Greed did not overcome it.

Voice A:
A light shines in the darkness.

Voice B:
Envy did not overcome it.
Doubt did not overcome it.
Scarcity did not overcome it.

Voice A:
A light shines in the darkness.



Voice B:
Death did not overcome it.
Sickness did not overcome it.
Grief did not overcome it.

Voice A:
For he was in the beginning with God,

Voice B:
way back, a long, long time ago,
before the stars,
before the day,
before the rivers were carved out of clay.

Voice A:
And what has come into being in him was life.

Voice B:
So we cannot begin with Magis and sheep,
for this story begins at the brink—

Voice A:
of creation and light,

Voice B:
of you and me,

Voice A:
of beloved and love,

Voice B:
of being set free.



Voice A:
For in the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

Voice B:
He was in the beginning with God,
and that light shines in the darkness.
It always has, and it always will.

Voice A:
That is where our story begins—
with love for creation,
from beginning to end. Amen.

RESPONSE

Christmas is the celebration of God coming to live WITH us. Jesus is the
Light of the World that is always shining in our lives.  

Take your piece of paper and draw a picture of a time you experienced
God "dwelling with you" in great love. (You might help children by asking
them to think about a time God felt very close to them.) Then talk about
what you drew with your family or gathered friends. 

What was that like?

 How did you experience or notice God with you?



Show this artwork to everyone gathered.

An artist named Laura Wright Pittman drew this picture when she thought
about the part of the scripture that says, "In [Jesus] was life and the life was
the light of all people."

What do you see in this picture?
What does it tell you about Jesus?
Do an "I wonder...exercise" with kids present (for example, I wonder what
the different colors mean? Or, I wonder what that thing around Jesus' head
is?



CLOSING PRAYER
Briefly go around the room and share one praise and one prayer. After
all have had a chance to speak, pray:

Holy God of candlelight and open doors,
God of tables and feasts,
God of holly and of ivy,
we give you our prayers.
Like pennies shaken loose from our pockets,
we turn over every corner of our hearts
to give you our truth through
prayers of gratitude,
prayers of fear,
prayers of grief.
Collect them all and hold us close
on this Christmas morning,
for today,
especially today,
we long to feel you near.
With gratitude and joyful hearts we pray.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Go Tell it on the Mountain
Go tell it on the mountain over the hills and everywhere
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night,
When lo' throughout the heavens, there shown a holy light

Go tell it on the mountain over the hills and everywhere
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

Go tell it on the mountain over the hills and everywhere
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!


